HOLLY'S HOMESTEAD — LAND MANAGEMENT
DIFFICULTY Moderate

Windbreaks & TYPE onecoff planing. Lo
Shelterbelts TINE Years to et T

Plant strategic vegetation to reduce wind exposure
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DIFFICULTY TIME COST BEST SEASON FREQUENCY
Moderate Years to mature Low-moderate Plant in the Planted once,
cooler months maintained
ongoing

o1 Layered, not a single

row
BED 1 BED 2 BED 3 BED 4
An effective windbreak usually N N N
combines several rows of different
heights and densities — rather than a
single line of trees, which can create
turbulence on the leeward side )
instead of calm, sheltered air. \
02 What you'll need 03 Method
- A mix of tree and shrub species suited to your climate, « 1. Identify the prevailing wind direction and the areas
varying in height and density needing protection.
« Adequate planning for mature size and root spread relative « 2. Plan a multi-row design with varying heights — taller
to buildings and infrastructure trees, with lower shrubs on the windward side for a more
. Protection (guards, stakes) for young plantings effective, layered break.
« Patience — full effectiveness takes years « 3. Select species suited to your climate and purpose (some
also provide fodder, timber, or habitat value).
¢ 4. Plant in the cooler months to reduce transplant stress,
protecting young plants from wind and stock.
« 5. Maintain with follow-up watering while establishing, and
thin or prune as the shelterbelt matures.
04 Troubleshooting o5 Timing & maintenance
« Increased turbulence rather than shelter — often from a BEST TIME Plant in the cooler months to minimise
single dense row rather than a layered, semi-permeable transplant stress and take advantage of
design; a windbreak that's too solid can create worse winter/spring rainfall.
turbulence just past it. DURATION Meaningful shelter benefit typically develops
» Poor establishment — inadequate protection from wind over 3-5+ years as plantings mature.
El S_t_OCk whils-young, orunsuitable-species-for-ocal MAINTENANCE  Watering while establishing, then periodic
CO_I’]dItIOﬂS. — = pruning/thinning as the shelterbelt matures.
« Windbreak too glose to buildings or |nfrastructur.e = STGNS OF e e o i e
plan for mature size and root spread from the outset; SUCCESS T i

retrofitting is far harder than planning ahead.

« Slow growth — normal in the early years; most of the
shelter benefit compounds over several years as plants
mature.

unexpected chop or gusting immediately
behind the planting.

o6 Tips & variations

PAIRS WELL WITH COMMON MISTAKES PRO TIP

| Bushfire Preparedness & Firebreaks | Planting a single dense row rather A semi-permeable windbreak (allowing
than a layered, multi-height design some wind through, rather than a

: : completely solid barrier) generally
Not accounting for mature size and protects a larger downwind area more
root spread relative to nearby effectively than a solid wall of
structures vegetation.
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